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Belong
From the very first day, your child will feel welcome. We offer home-away-from-home
boarding for students in Years 7-12. The environment and daily schedules are
crafted to build strong, long-term relationships between students as well as with
boarding supervisors. Some examples of what we do:

•

Social sessions around our fire pit in winter and pool in summer

•

Excursions to local events, festivals, shops and the beach

•

Provide board games, table tennis and soccer table in common areas

•

Encourage use of our on-site basketball court and large, grassed areas
for play

•

Movie nights and footy on our big screen

•

Hangouts in multiple lounge areas with kitchenettes and television

Each student has a large, private room with shared facilities. Rooms and facilities
are grouped together to create small hubs of around 8 students. Males and females
reside in separate buildings which carry names from part of the 100-year history
of Geraldton Residential College – John Frewer House and Dellahale. The campus
is landscaped with manicured gardens and aviaries. There are many warm nooks
to relax in with a book or for a chat.
People with disabilities, their families and carers have the same opportunities as
others to have equal access to our facilities, services and information.

“I have people around that have
faced similar situations. They serve
as mentors, giving me tips and
tricks for success.”

Learn
Your child will attend school at one of six local high schools:

•

Geraldton Senior High School

•

Geraldton Grammar School

•

Nagle Catholic College

•

Strathalbyn Christian College

•

Champion
Bay SeniorSchool
High School
Geraldton Grammar

•

Leaning Tree Steiner School

Study is supported through scheduled group or individual study time, five nights
per week. Students also take advantage of dedicated facilities such as our music
room and communications hub.
On four weeknights, we employ teachers from local high schools to provide
additional help to students in academic areas. This extends the relationship of the
school and the students as stronger bonds are built.
University students studying a Bachelor of Education in Perth, who board at the
college during their practicums, also volunteer with tutoring.
Learning is not all about what is happening in the classroom. At Geraldton Residential
College, students gain:

•

Awareness and appreciation of inclusivity as each person comes from
diverse cultural and religious backgrounds

•

Supported start to independent living as students continue to self-manage
and complete tasks such as making their own lunches and doing their
own laundry

•

Opportunity to mentor and be mentored – students appreciate that others
are there to lean on, learn from and chat with

•

Reward for positive behaviour through our in-house program

Care
Our staff are passionate about the development of young people and helping them
fit in. Your child will be supported by a team of trusted adults who care and make
safety a priority.
The team consists of experienced and qualified boarding supervisors; tutors;
weekday and weekend cooks; cleaners and administration. All staff have appropriate
criminal record checks. Many supervisors have also completed higher level study
in Community Services, First Aid and Aquatic Rescue certification.
The care of each student is at the heart of our culture. Staff members take
the time to get to know your child and assist in setting up social and learning
experiences in addition to day-to-day tasks.
We consistently train our staff in a variety of topics related to issues that young
people may face. This enables us to be on the lookout for changes and clues to
assist your child navigate through the teenage years and inform you when more
support may be needed.
You, as a parent, will continue to and are encouraged to be involved. Our
communications app allows you to know whether your child is on the residential
college grounds or out and about. Students sign in and out for each activity and
your permission is sought to be allowed to leave. Phones are available onsite to
be able to speak with family.

A day in the life of a student
Our days are structured to maintain a consistent routine but there is also plenty
of time for your child to be him/herself and pursue a sport, hobby, be social or put
the feet up for a while. Here is a sample of what happens on a weekday...

6:30am

Rise and shine! Get ready and it's off for breakfast.

6:30am 7:30am

Breakfast is served in the main dining area. Choose from cereal,
fruit and toast every day or enjoy homecooked hot breakfast on
Wednesdays. It is also time to make lunch to take to school. There
are plenty of sliced meats, salads and condiments to make a
healthy sandwich as well as yummy snacks to take along.

7:30am 8:30am

After a couple housekeping tasks, it is off to school. Depending on
the school your child attends, transport may be by the college-owned
bus, walking, public transport or bicycle.

3:30pm

Most students have returned for the day and are welcomed by a
snack such as fruit, muffins or a warm bowl of soup during winter.

3:30pm 5:30pm

Free time to be you – connect with family and friends, enjoy your
sport or hobby or maybe head out to the shops (Tuesdays only).

5:30pm 6:00pm

Dinner is served. Theme nights are common but so are wonderful
roasts, fresh salads, creamy pastas and dessert.

6:30pm 7:30pm

Students in Years 7-9 attend study time with tutors on most nights
to complete homework or other tasks to improve skills. Free time
at the college for everyone else.

7:30pm

Evening snack is served in common areas.

8:00pm 9:30pm

Students in Years 10-12 sit down to study with access to tutors on
most nights to complete homework or other tasks. These students
can continue to study until lights out at 10:00pm. It is quiet time
in the rooms and getting ready for bed for all others.

9:00pm

Lights out for students in Years 7-9.

10:00pm

Lights out for students in Years 10-12.

Health and Wellbeing
Your child’s mental and physical health matters to us. All students are encouraged
to participate in a variety of activities. In order to achieve this, we provide:

•

Transport to extra-curricular activities such as sport, part-time employment
and religious gatherings

•

Access to school psychologists and boarding liaison officers from partner
schools who visit regularly

•

Planned activities including evening craft, excursions and camps to
foster positive relationships

Healthy, home-cooked meals are catered for by our kitchen staff and made from
wholesome ingredients. Geraldton Residential College follows the Department of
Education’s 'Eat, Learn, Thrive' program to offer a balanced diet and healthy food
choices. Fresh produce is sourced locally where possible as we aim to support
local growers and businesses. We strive to meet all dietary requirements.
Supervisors engage with students each day, reaching out on a one-on-one level
as do fellow students. The community-based living sees the students care for one
another as well as give opportunities to develop healthy relationships.

Flexibility
Family is important and students are encouraged to remain connected. You are
welcome to visit the college, take your child out for the evening or attend your
child's sporting games. Many students return home on the weekends and live at
the college from Monday to Friday. This avoids long, daily bus trips and enables
your child to achieve a balance. Being in Geraldton means that your child is not so
far away and still enjoys a high-quality lifestyle.
The daily routine enables your child to participate in extra-curricular activities.
Geraldton has clubs and teams in many different sports, arts and other interests.
Supervisors take students in the college-owned buses to a variety of commitments
including training, games, tutoring as well medical appointments and school
events. Students can advise kitchen staff that they will return late to have a
meal saved for them.
Your child will have access to use the college-owned bicycles. These could be used
as transport to school or for an afternoon ride.
As Geraldton Residential College is centrally located within Geraldton, students
can walk, use public transport or be driven to school. This depends on which
school your child attends.

You're invited
Learn more about the Geraldton Residential College by booking a tour. We can
discuss the needs of your family and how your child can thrive in our college.

We invite you to get in touch to learn more about the boarding experience at
Geraldton Residential College. Tours can be arranged.
Geraldton Residential College
27 Holland Street, Geraldton WA 6530
T: 9965 6000
E: Geraldton.ResCol@education.wa.edu.au
W: education.wa.edu.au/geraldtonresidentialcollege
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

