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Graduation Reflection 2015:   

Jade Briggs  

Standing here tonight before you all, I feel honoured to reflect on my experience at Nagle 

and I am proud when I look back on how far I have come as a person in the past six whirlwind 

years.   

Starting alongside over 100 strangers who soon became friends, in 2010, we were the first 

group of year 7’s to begin high school, continuing to be the ‘experimental guinea pigs’, and 

somewhat unloved by the new year 8’s because we unintentionally stole their ‘graduating 

thunder’.  We were so terrified of the daunting school and older students, as well as trying to 

navigate the ‘millions’ of stairs and hallways, that is the maze of Nagle.  

As I reflect upon my time at Nagle, and despite the tough and demanding workload, as well 

as added responsibilities; this final year has been the best and most rewarding year so far in 

my school life.  I have loved being a buddy and mother hen to four little, yet brave year 7’s 

and enjoyed each carnival, buddy lunch, dress up day and homeroom spent alongside them.  

Nagle has provided me with the opportunity to broaden my horizon through many 

experiences. These include the school trips and retreats I was fortunate to be involved in. The 

Camino Salvado pilgrimage where I walked over 100km with a great group of friends, teachers 

and one awesome priest; Father Tai, who I hope has recovered after his run in with a big 

white bus and an unforgiving patch of gravel,  as well as skiing (and tumbling) down the 

mountain side in Mount Hotham.  I will never forget the very first morning at Mount Hotham 

when in our little house we opened up the blinds we’d shut at 3am that same morning, 

expecting that we had a dull view of an opposite building but instead, we were faced with the 

most amazing sight of the mountain, reaching out the window to make a snow man with the 

fresh snow, which later became a source for Hotham style Coke slushies.  Every experience 

on the trip was awesome; from wanting to give up skiing on the very first day after falling 

backwards down the mountain and splitting my pants in the process, falling of the chair lift, 

watching the unrequited love grow between Mrs Negri and our instructor Simon, to 
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witnessing Jake Baker blossom into an advanced skier after we named him the ‘baby giraffe 

on ice’.  I will carry these many amazing memories with me always.  

I will never forget the unwavering support and compassion from this school towards me when 

I fractured my spine 4 years ago, and although I was away from school for an extended period 

of time, the support was continuous.   I’ll always remember lying flat in a hospital bed in my 

pyjamas and fashionable pressure stockings when Mrs Faichney rocks with up with my entire 

homeroom in tow during their lunch break, followed by the illustrious, ever willing bus driver, 

Mr Bowen.  If this isn’t what the College motto ‘For Others’ is about, I don’t know what is.  

Even though I am saddened to leave behind my school community that has been a major part 

of my life, and a home away from home, I can’t wait to begin the next exciting chapter of my 

life and seize every opportunity that comes my way.  And as tonight marks the end of my high 

school career, the ‘end of the beginning’, I feel empowered as the valuable knowledge and 

wisdom I have attained, often not easily, through my years at Nagle ensures that the future 

waiting for me, and for all of us, is ultimately a successful and bright one.  
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Oscar Mason 

Good evening Friends, Family and invited guests. I arrived at Nagle in Year 7 after finishing 

primary school at St. Lawrence’s. Upon arriving at Nagle the sheer size of the buildings and 

the older students seemed daunting. As the years passed the buildings seemed to shrink. 

People who were strangers became a part of the friendly community we share today.  

One thing I will never forget about Nagle is the friendliness of the staff. I remember back in 

Year 7, forgetting my P.E uniform. As it was the first time I had forgotten my gear I was 

worried. The first person to help me was Mrs. Mosedale my English teacher. Just one example 

of how kind and friendly the staff are here. 

My teachers, family and my peers have all impacted upon my development throughout my 

High School life. Without the constant support from you all I cannot imagine how different 

my life would be. My greatest memory that I will take away from my experience at Nagle is 

the long lasting friendships I have formed with my friends.  

Upon finishing high school and entering the new wide world I expect we will feel like Year 7 

students again, the babies of the working force. I am sure that whatever any of us try do to 

in life we will succeed. No matter the challenges we may face we will pull through. We have 

learnt this important lesson at Nagle. We can be proud of who we are where we have come 

from, and from what we have achieved together. As we graduate today we all have mixed 

emotions, but one thing I am sure of is that we are all ready to finish this chapter in our lives 

and begin a new one.   
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Drew Money 

My journey at Nagle began in Year 11. I had previously attended school at Dongara District 

High School, a much smaller community. The main reason for making the decision to go to 

Nagle for Year 11 and 12 was to broaden my options. 

It did take me some time to adjust to the larger environment of Nagle. I felt very nervous and 

frightened. Things didn’t run smoothly for me in the beginning. I found the academic focus of 

the College very challenging. I definitely found myself behind the eight ball and found it hard 

to adjust. Many times I felt like giving up. 

For me Graduation is a major achievement and relief. I find it hard to believe that I have made 

it this far. I have certainly benefited from the opportunities that Nagle offers and I have tried 

to make the most of them. I am very grateful to my friends and family for their support and 

belief in me. 

The two years that I have been at Nagle are the best two years of my schooling career. One 

memory I will always remember, is going on a camping expedition with a friend, who 

accidently set a tarp on fire, and him trying to put it out with methylated spirits. More 

importantly, this time with my peers on the expedition help me to form relationships with 

my peers. I started to make friends and long lasting bonds that meant I began to experience 

Nagle as a family rather than just school.  

One of the major life lessons that Nagle has taught me is time management and 

perseverance. I learnt this at times the hard way. I can still remember handing in one of my 

English essays a day late and then was given a detention on my first week of Nagle.  

 

More importantly, I have also learnt at Nagle that we often receive more from giving than 

taking. I have learnt to be generous and to have compassion for others. 

 

The best thing about Nagle, in my eyes, was knowing that you always have someone that will 

support you. This gave me the motivation to pick up my game, and know that no matter what 
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my scores or failed attempts, there’s someone there who believes in me and will push me to 

strive for better.  

Thank you to everyone who helped push me over the line 
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Emily Gee 

I have attended Nagle since year seven coming from Saint Francis Xavier Primary School. I still 

remember my year 12 buddy, people coming and going through homeroom and the 

excitement and nervousness that I felt when I was a tiny individual in a big school.  

Being a buddy to the year sevens, I have realized how important our roles were, and all the 

thanks I have gotten for helping and looking after them has been so overwhelming, as we 

tend not to think how much we have actually impacted on their lives in their first year at 

Nagle.  

We were the first year sevens to attend high school and always felt like the group that had 

been forgotten. But standing here today, I know that our efforts are being recognized and 

every person in the graduating class has earned the right to only the best opportunities to 

come in their lives but have the reassurance that we will never be forgotten.  

Nagle has really left me with the morals and standards that not only embody our motto ‘for 

others’ but also provided the tools to enhance my life outside of school. There was a point in 

my life when I didn’t want to go to school, had little self-esteem and found it hard to let go 

of my insecurities that were hiding under the surface. Through the good and hard times I’ve 

learnt at Nagle that there is always someone that cares and is willing to offer their support. 

Teachers pushing me to achieve my potential that I was really capable of, making friendships 

that will last a lifetime and creating bonds within the school community, have all taught me 

what it means to work hard, strive for my best and value relationships that really do make 

life a little better.  

I now really enjoy school and in the last couple of years I have had the best times of my life. 

This wouldn’t have been possible without attending Nagle, and I know I wouldn’t want it any 

other way. Our parents and teachers have given us the best in life through the experiences 

they offer us by being a part of the Nagle community. Our parents fund our trips and allow 

us to have amazing opportunities offered by the school such as retreats, ACC and the Gold 
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Coast netball trip. But these things wouldn’t be possible without the caring and supportive 

staff who give up their time to ensure we reach our full potentials and develop our talents.  

So as my time at Nagle comes to a close, and leave with the fondest of memories, I am looking 

forward to the continuation of my education and life journeys. Again, I know my education 

at Nagle has given me the tools to succeed and aspire to anything I want to do in life, and on 

behalf of the year 12 graduating class, I express our appreciation to anyone who contributed 

and believed in us all here today as we can now go on and do great things in the future.  

Thank you.  

 

 

 


