
 

College Clips Term 2 2017 

Manager’s Report 

Hello Parents, Carers & Friends, 

As Term 2 ends, I trust that you are happy with the care our College has provided to your children this term, and 

the service we have also provided to you, our valued parents and carers.  Our commitment is to deliver a high-

quality boarding experience to all our students, as we support them through their personal and educational 

goals.  

Whilst we communicate with parents and carers regularly, some examples of this is via the weekly GRC News, 

parent contact phone calls, leave requests etc… there are times when an issue may not be discussed with a 

parent in a timely manner acknowledging that we don’t always ‘get it right’.  I urge you all to let us know when 

we don’t, we welcome your feedback and act on it accordingly, so we can strive for continuous improvement in 

the service we provide. 

Next term we will be implementing REACH Boarding Software to manage our student and parent information, 

this will also provide us with another method of staying connected with up to date information and record 

keeping.  Please review attached video and look out for your email where you can log on, approve leave and list 

authorised reps for your children. 

REACH information & Video’s 

As I reflect on the term that was, it’s always hard to find just one special moment as there are so many! 

I am really pleased to see the students adjusting well to the new Supper/Study routine, they are settling better 

at night and disruptive conduct has been minimal.  Our sick bays have been rather empty too, which is a great 

result and can be contributed to good hygiene protocols, healthy menu options, solid partner school 

relationships and our Psychology Service.  Sincere thanks to Mary Sage (GSC) & Casie Cope (JWC) our School 

Psychologists.  Special thanks and gratitude also to our volunteers, Kerri Hood (Tutor) and Michael Fullarton 

(Paramedic). 

In Week 8 of this term, Year 12’s were presented with their leavers jumpers, and I am really pleased with the 

colour and design.  This year the College has paid for the jumpers and this will be their gift from the College.  

Previous years have seen parents contributing to the cost, and students receive a gift on Presentation Day.  I 

believe this to be a better option and of more value to the parents and our environment as ‘we’ reflect on the 

volume of consumerism caused by things we buy that perhaps we really don’t need. 

http://reachboarding.com/parents/
http://reachboarding.com/parents/


 

The very best of luck to our Year 12’s as you return in Term 3 to complete your studies in formal education.  

Many of you will go onto Tertiary Education, take up an apprenticeship or plan to enjoy a gap year.  Whatever 

you choose, be your best, have fun and make good choices.  I urge you to apply yourselves and focus on the 

goals you have set when you return in Week 1 of Term 3. 

Our presentation day will be held in Week 7, so look out for your invitations early in Term 3. 

Myself and the staff are looking forward to welcoming several new students in Term 3, they will be attending 

Geraldton Grammar School, Geraldton Senior College and John Willcock College.   

To our past and present Board Members, sincere thanks for the support and guidance you have given me 

personally and the service you have provided to the College for many years.  From the 1 July, many of our 

present Board Members will transition into the LINC Committee (Local Input Networking Committee) and 

continue to provide advice and support to the College Manager under the direction of the Department of 

Education. 

I wish all our students, staff, parents and carers a safe and fun filled holiday break.  I hope you enjoy this quote 

as did I from Milton R. Sapirstein a Clinical Professor in Psychiatry.   

‘Bringing up a family should be an adventure, not an anxious discipline in which everybody is constantly 

graded for performance. 

-- Milton R. Sapirstein 

 

 

Sincere regards, 

 

Ms Ruth Davis 

College Manager 

 

 

 



 

 Highlights from Term 2 
 
 
 

  

In Week 8 the year 12’s received their 

leavers jumpers, these are their gift from 

the College. 

This term the college purchased a fire pit. 

It has been put to good use over the cold 

weekend nights, the students have 

enjoyed telling stories, listening to music 

and roasting marshmallows.  

Adrian, Craig and Callum have been very 

helpful in collecting the wood for the fire 

pit.  



 

 

 

 

 

  

A group of students went for a trip to 

Ellendale Pool early in the term while 

the weather was still warm.  They 

found some old farming equipment 

and thousands of double g’s. 

We had a visit from Oliver O’Halloran. 
Ollie was undertaking a solo 
circumnavigation of Australia and as a 
part of his journey stopped over in 
Geraldton for the night and stayed at the 
College. 



 

  

18  students went for a trip to Perth to 

watch a game of AFL, West Coast Eagles 

vs Melbourne Demons.  

The Students always enjoy games nights on 

weekends, there is always lots of laughter and smiles 

filling the room. 



 

Dellahale Reflections 
 
While the end of Term 2 is complete, it is hard to believe we are half way through 2017! What a delightful semester it has 
been, we hope you enjoy the tales of Dellahale. 
  
In Term 2 we have seen the changes in the evening routine, with juniors coming back into the dorms for the evening at 
6:30pm and seniors at 7pm. Dellahale ladies now have supper together in the middle common. This has been such a 
positive change, all the girls from all year groups are hanging out with one another, laughing and enjoying supper. The girls 
can slumber in their pj’s while enjoying a milo. I have become the designated orange peeler… many of the girls enjoy an 
orange for supper, but why all get sticky hands when I can! It has been a challenge to get the preferred technique! 
 
Yet again the whirlwind of sports has arrived, 
particularly netball in Term 2. Many of the Dellahale 
ladies compete each week and at times even 
against one another. Always promising good 
stories, laughs and sometimes frustrations. But, the 
girls are supportive of one another. I have been 
able to go down and watch a few games, the girls 
are very passionate about netball! 
 
The girls have been dedicated with their studies, 
many of which have had exams this term. Some late 
nights were to be had along with stressful 
mornings, but they were followed by relief and well 
deserved time out. Well done girls, we are very 
proud of you all. 
 
Fish seem to be the pets of Dellahale, whereby the 
Supervisors are greeted by the soothing sound of a water pump and friendly little faces approaching the glass, all in the 
hope to be fed… but a smile is what they receive. We have seen some fish go, sadly, but other new friends arrive. We have 
a succulent frenzy going on in Dellahale! Many of the girls are decorating their room with succulents and plants, some of 
which are bought at the markets on Sunday’s and others, relocated plants from the garden. They make the rooms very 
welcoming! 
 
Our lovely seniors, both year 11 and 12’s have been a great support to the Dellahale ladies. Whether it’s helping the 
younger ones with homework, teaching and guiding them with life at the College or holding Dellahale fun times in the 
senior common room, ‘without the Supervisors ☺’. The year 12 ladies have also been most supportive of the staff, often 
helping in the dorm. Danielle Brooks has manned the desk at times, while Jordan Dutton has helped in the dorm, getting 
the girls ready for study and hosting supper. Ninke Coetzer has also helped greatly when needed. Thank you very much 
year 12 ladies. 
 
We will farewell our year 12 ladies next term, many of which will leave at the end of next term. Caitlin, Danielle, Jayde, 
Jessica, Jordan, Ninke and Zoe, it has been a pleasure having you all in Dellahale. We wish you all the very best in the 
completion of your year 12 studies and the opening of a new chapter in life. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my acting Senior Supervisor position in week 9 and 10 this term in Anne-Marie’s absence. Thank 
you to all the female staff for your support during this time and throughout the semester. We hope all the Dellahale ladies 
have a wonderful holiday and look forward to seeing you all next term. 
 
Pam Micke. 
 
Anne-Marie Wilson, Anna Ebsary, Leanne Lolang and Jaya Piper 

 

 

  



 

Frewer Reflections  

Unfortunately, the rains have not arrived however the seasons have certainly changed for the boys at the 

College. Many boys were eagerly awaiting the arrival of the winter sporting program. Of course, football the 

most popular, closely followed by basketball with a couple of boys taking up hockey for the first time. What a 

great way for boys to burn energy whilst enjoying the rough and tumble with other young men. 

Juddy, RJ, Nugget and Mitch all great names suited to the great AFL game. These boys love the game so much 

they even practiced their skills in the narrow corridors of Frewer, until the obvious happened. Thanks for the 

new window RJ! I think they should stick to Corridor Cricket in the narrow confines of Frewer. Cricket was a 

much safer option as a summer sport! In fact, Corridor Cricket was so successful in honing the skills of our young 

sportsmen that Alex Solomon (Nugget) went on to be awarded best cricketer in Geraldton for his year group. If I 

remember correctly, we have a NO balls inside rule in our new Student Handbook that Ms Micke has recently 

produced. I never did like that rule when I was a boy! Heaven forbid we resort to all being issued with fidget 

spinners! 

As you can see by the photos we have shared some great times this past term. Here are a few word pictures that 

we can’t show you but have greatly enhanced our experience at the College this term. Weekend evenings filled 

with BIG screen AFL, card games, dance off 

competitions, outings for food, sleepovers, 

marshmallow fights, endless eating of noodles, 

computer gaming, even farm simulation games (a 

favorite for Drew, Jayden and Denva), games at the 

Rage Cage, students practicing their hair cutting skills 

(they should leave this to Ms Davis) and a few brave 

students even completing a large jigsaw. Days were 

spent fishing, shopping, playing sport, skating and 

bike riding around Geraldton. Weekends are a great 

time for us all (staff included) to relax and spend 

quality time with each other, often just hanging out 

together. Thanks to Ms Jaya and Ms Leanne for the 

yummy weekend breakfasts.  

Briefly back to the footy. Thanks to Mr Driscoll, (a passionate Geelong supporter, I know what you are thinking!) 

quite an AFL rivalry has grown within the college. Unfortunately, even a few Collingwood supporters have dared 

show their true colours. I won’t mention their names too loudly (Juddy and Mitch) as they cop enough as it is. 

We are not totally EAGLES bias at the College as we do allow support for Freo (being from WA) and by default we 

tolerate Essendon supporters, only because they are coached by the Eagles favourite son, Johnny Worsfold. 

A special mention to our four year twelves Rayden, Jacob, Jake and Peter who will be leaving the College part 

way through term three.  Congratulation as you near the completion of your schooling years. Thanks for 

spending the past few years with us. We hope you leave with special memories of fun times and friendships 

made. Drive safe, enjoy your work, rest and play. 

  



 

I would lastly like to thank Mr Savill and Mr Driscoll for their support and great care they have provided the boys 

this term. 

HUGE CONGRATULATIONS to Mr Driscoll and his wife Nize on the safe arrival of their special baby daughter 

Bella, born on Wednesday 28 June at 10:10pm. A little pussy cat in the making! 

Overall, I have been really pleased with how all the boys, for the most part, have related with each other and 

enjoyed one another’s company. It is a joy for the staff to see young men create and develop significant 

friendships. 

I wish you all a wonderful holiday with your families and look forward to doing it all again next term. I’m off to a 

luncheon this Sunday in Dongara to catch up with old-boys now men that I went to boarding school with 30 

years ago. Boarding can be such a wonderful positive experience that can develop friendships for a life time. 

Have a great break. 

Cameron Sutherland. 

Andrew Driscoll and John Savill 


