
 

College Clips Term 1 2017 

Manager’s Report 

Hello Parents, Carers and Friends, 

Term 1 is always fast and somewhat ‘full on’ as students and staff get to know each other.  Our new students 
have settled well and it’s beautiful to see them happy and thriving.  Some students stay with us is short and this 
can be unsettling for both fellow students and staff, unfortunately a residential environment does not always 
support each student’s individual needs.   For those that have come and gone we wish you well. 

Student activities have been plentiful with morning surf runs, watching the sunset after a Sunday night Thai 
dinner and seeing the students enjoying the ever-popular Wednesday night roast, are just a few of my favorites 
this Term.    

Year 12 balls are always a highlight for us in Term 1, with lots of supervisor support in being the ‘insitu’ Mum and 
Dad.  Congratulations to all our year 12 students, the girls looked so elegant and beautiful and the boys very 
dapper and handsome. 

I would also like to congratulate all the students that won the weekly Grow Awards this term, each and every 
one was well deserved. 

This Term we have implemented further nutritional guidelines for our students in line with School Canteen WA 
recommendations.  This means looking at our breakfast cereal choices and phasing out cereals high in added 
sugar and sodium.  Nutra Grain and Corn Flakes will no longer be available for breakfast; I have added three new 
cereals to our breakfast selection, so there is plenty of choice.   

A variety of cereals, boiled eggs, fresh fruit, juices and a selection of wholemeal and whole grain breads are 
available every day with a hot breakfast served on Wednesday mornings.  Supervisor often cooked a hot 
breakfast on Sunday with Miss Jaya’s pancakes a real favourite (including GF options). 

Students will not be able bring cereals into the dining room that are not on our menu selection.  I ask for your 
support in this very important initiative. 

Current research by the World Health Organisation (WHO) state that adolescents that have a healthy breakfast 
containing vitamins, minerals and low or no added sugar, promotes better concentration at school resulting in 
less behavioural issues and diet related medical diseases in adult life. 

The students have adapted well to the menu changes over the past 18 months and I thank you all for your 
support.  Please find attached a link for parents from School Canteen WA Association, they have some excellent 
resources and recipes. 

http://www.waschoolcanteens.org.au/parents/ 

http://www.waschoolcanteens.org.au/parents/


 

 

At college level, we are working very hard behind the scenes in preparation for the transition into the 
Department of Education, which will take place on July 1 this year.  

The School Boarding Facilities Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 2015 was introduced to the Legislative 
Council on 22 October 2015.  The Bill, to incorporate the Country High School Hostels Authority (“The Authority”) 
into the Department of Education, had its third and final reading on 18 August 2016.    The Bill was introduced to 
the Legislative Assembly on 23 August 2016, and had its first and second readings on the same day.  The 
Authority continues to work in partnership with the Department of Education on preparing for incorporation.   

A big thank you to our Board of Management for their ongoing support and guidance, to the staff at the college 
sincere thanks to each of you for your commitment and hard work this term. 

I look forward to welcoming new students in term 2 who will be attending Geraldton Grammar School.   

My best wishes to all our students and their families for the holidays, hug your kid’s lots and don’t forget to 
listen and laugh with them too… If I can give you just one piece of advice it is to ‘listen’ we think we do as 
parents, but do we really? Evidence suggests that we don’t do it enough… 

Regards, 

Ms Ruth Davis 

 

 



 

 Highlights from Term 1 

  
At the college, we try and encourage the children to have a 

good healthy sustainable diet. We provide many different 

options of fresh food. We also accommodate for the students 

with food intolerences, such as gluten, dairy etc. We will be 

phasing out salami and polony, with turkey breast being 

added to the lunch meat selection in term 2. 

We had some nice warm weather this 

term, the students have thoroughly 

enjoyed the morning beach trips. It was so 

calm after the stormy weather we had. 



 

  

The students always enjoy their time in 

and around the swimming pool. They love 

just relaxing and drifting away on the pool 

noodles, as well as playing a few pool 

games, such as King of the Pack. 

Mr Sutherland took a few students on a 

fishing trip to Chapman River. They enjoyed 

catching and releasing some small Bream. 



 

  

Ms Micke has been holding PT sessions with 

some of the students, she may be brutal 

when it comes to the burpees but the 

students still return for more. 

Friday nights are about having some down 

time with friends, playing cards and 

having facials to smooth those wrinkles 

away. Jakob is keen to enhance his 

naturally good looks with a face mask 

treatment from time to time… 

 



 

                   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                         

 

 

  



 

The  School Ball Photos 

                       

               

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



 

Dellahale Reflections 

Term 1 has started extremely well, students are settling quickly into the college, the team in Dellahale are 

helping our new students with their homesickness, it is a work in progress taking each day as it comes. We had 

Orientation Day down at Paiges beach. We also have some great ideas for next year’s Orientation Day.  

Activities that have been happening within the college: 

Pastoral Care (provides small groups of students for the year with a dedicated supervisor) students have been 

divided up into small groups.  The supervisor works with these students, getting to know them, organising an 

activity for the group of students and doing the parent contacts. Our very sad wee ones from the start of this 

term, are now much happier wee ones thank goodness.  They are starting to come out of their shell, some of 

their comments warm my heart, one day I will write a book.  Here is the first story of the year.  Two year seven 

girls greet me ready for room inspection one morning.  

One says “Mrs Wilson, do you actually sleep at night” and “we hear your keys quite late at night and then early 

in the morning” “Yes” I say “why is that?” 

The second Year 7 says “Well you look the same as you did last night, same clothes, hair and face”  

I just smile and think to myself how lovely it is for them to notice. 

Some of the following are still very popular with the students: 

Most afternoons the supervisors are opening the pool for the students and then again after dinner. Students are 

loving the games and fun in the pool and the supervisors are enjoying taking time out to supervise the pool but 

also a welcome break from the busy reception area. 

We are all enjoying the early morning beach runs, it is a great start to the day for everyone, before the humidity 

catches us all. 

Our lovely Year 12’s has held another activity evening in their Common Room with all the girls in Dellahale, 

having milo and playing games.  They are engaging with all the year levels which is wonderful to see. 

Sadie our IT trolley is proving very popular and providing much excitement with the girls, I never must push it 

myself; there are so many offers.  It makes it a bit of fun before bed and they get to say goodnight to each other. 

Year 7, 8 & 9’s are having their IT devices collected every night at 9.00pm, for those that go to bed early we are 

leaving the “Sadie” trolley in the passage for the girls to put their IT equipment into each night. 

The girls are busy getting ready for the Netball and Hockey season, registration for both has taken place and they 

are busy having the try outs and the teams being selected.  This is a great conversation starter, “Who are you 

playing for?”  “What team are you in?”  “What grade are you in?”  It has been a busy but great start to the year 

so far. 

 

 

 



 

We have some new ‘boarders’ in Dellahale.  In room 9 is Theo and Comet, they are enjoying their new 

surroundings very much.  In room 5 is Freddy, he is most agreeable that his room is light and airy.  And in Room 

30 is Bubbles and he is happy, but we are thinking that he may need a friend to keep him company.  It has 

become a nightly ritual of saying goodnight to each of these fish, trust me it takes some time to get around them 

all.  

Students are making excellent use of the bikes. 

It is always a pleasure working with our present students and getting to know our new students ensuring that 

both students and parents are taken care of as they start a new journey. 

Anne-Marie, Anna, Pam, Leanne & Jaya 

 

  



 

Frewer Reflections  

Hello and welcome to the families of Frewer. 

Andrew, John and I have had an enjoyable term getting to know the boys in Frewer and creating new 

friendships. It was great to have eight new boys join us for 2017. The boys enjoyed moving into their new rooms 

and up a year level. The year nine boys especially love being out of the junior section. As best we could, we’ve 

accommodated the boys in their friendship and year groups. 

Our focus early in the year of ensuring the boys follow the evening routines in regards to showering, study and 

bed time has paid off. As a result, evening supervision has become more enjoyable and manageable, not to 

mention the homework that is being achieved. 

I believe the new technology guidelines/policy has been beneficial for all of us in Frewer. Sure, some boys don’t 

like handing in their phones before they go to bed, however we are very pleased the boys are getting a good 

night sleep.  Homework is being achieved with the installation of the college Wi-Fi.  The junior boys are very keen 

to receive back their devises in the morning after they are ready for school and cleaned their rooms. Who would 

have thought a mobile phone could have such a positive impact on boys’ time management and room cleaning 

abilities! 

A highlight for me this term was to take a small group of students fishing in the Chapman River. There is plenty 

of Bream in the river; however, we have left the big ones for next term. 

Many of the boys have involved themselves with summer sports. These sports are played at a local club level and 

require effort and commitment from the boys. There are one or two training sessions throughout the week with 

game day usually played on the weekend. Basketball and Cricket are the dominate summer sports. Some boys 

won trophies for their efforts and some played finals at the end of the season. Well done to all those boys who 

got involved in sport. The benefits are numerous. 

One of the benefits of boarding at the Geraldton Residential College is that many boys can go home to their local 

towns or farms on the weekends, or catch up with parents who come to town. For those boys who don’t have 

that opportunity we were able to provide varying activities such as sand-boarding, outings to the beach, visits to 

the skate park, BMX track, movie nights, sleepovers and much more. 

From the men in Frewer we hope you have a great holiday with your boys. 

Happy fishing for those of you heading to the coast! 

Cameron Sutherland 

 

 

 

 


